
THE JAZZ STUDIES PROGRAM AT WILLIAM PATERSON
Unique among college and university programs, the William Paterson 
University Jazz Studies Program is one of the few in the country with an 
emphasis on small group playing, improvisation, and a commitment to the jazz 
tradition. The program is one of the five oldest in the nation, founded in 1973 
by former coordinator of jazz studies and music faculty member Martin Krivin 
with input from legendary trumpeter and composer/arranger Thad Jones, the 
first full-time member of the jazz faculty. Zan Stewart writes, “The Jazz Studies 
Program at William Paterson University is one of the finest anywhere, attracting 
top young players from around the globe...The [William Paterson] faculty, led 
by program director Mulgrew Miller, a piano and composing dynamo, is packed 
with distinguished teachers who are in-demand performers.”

Students and their ensembles have garnered numerous competition awards, 
and their performances have been broadcast nationally.  Alumni of the jazz 
program have established themselves as important names in the jazz profession, 
performing with such jazz greats as Miles Davis, Freddie Hubbard, the George 
Coleman Quartet, Lionel Hampton, the Basie Band, John Scofield, and Warne 
Marsh, among others. Many alumni record under their own names and lead 
their own ensembles in major jazz venues in New York City and worldwide.

For more informations, contact:  
973.720.2268 or www.wpunj.edu/coac/departments/music/undergraduate/jazz.dot




