                                             CONTEXTUAL FACTORS JOURNAL:

PRACTICUM AND STUDENT TEACHING*

Journaling has a critical role to play as you move through your field experiences.   Journaling provides opportunities for you to reflect  on the contextual factors of the school,  and your understanding of the occurrences that you observe; it is not a repository for minute-to-minute recording of incidents.  Further, journaling promotes your ability to reflect  on your experiences in and out of the P – 12 classroom, and to share your impressions of the events in which you engage with faculty who are entrusted with your guidance and supervision.    

	WHEN?
	NATURE OF THE ACTIVITY
	OFE Comp. # 

	Throughout
	Your goal is to openly and candidly express what you see and feel – what worked, why it worked and what didn’t work and how it might have been done differently.   Reflect on the professionalism you observe among colleagues working together and/or with parents, paraprofessionals, CST members  and reflect on your knowledge of child development and your own professional dispositions.
	9, 10, 11, 12, 18

	Week 1 – 2
	Write about community and school factors such as  the stability of the neighborhood, socio-economic factors, race/ethnicity (diversity factors), political climate and support for education, and the instructional implications for you as an educator.
	8, 19

	Week 3 
	Write about classroom factors such as the organization and safety of the classroom environment, class rules and routines, instructing individually and in small and large groups, availability and use of technology resources, classroom management, equitable treatment of students, and the instructional implications for you as an educator.   
	1, 13, 14, 15,  20


	Week 4 – 5
	Write about student characteristics such as age, gender, culture, language, learning styles, special needs, skill levels and experiential background, and the assessment and instructional implications for you as an educator.   
	1,  6, 7, 8, 

	Week 6 – 

END OF THE EXPERIENCE
	During the remainder of the field experience, reflect  on ways in which the following components of the instructional process were implemented in your setting – either by the classroom teacher or by you.  If you do not observe a particular component, ask yourself why.   In all instances, consider the impact on learners.

· Pre-assessment to assure instruction at appropriate levels 
· Planning for instruction
· Instructional management

· Critical thinking

· Adaptations for learners with special needs [gifted ( impaired]

· Content knowledge
· Assessment of student learning

· Classroom management

· Technology
· Dispositions; Acting on feedback from supervisors
*The quality of your journal will in part determine the evaluation of items 10 and 11 on your Interim and Final reports.
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